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Sophie, a young English woman with two children, goes to 
set up home in fabulous Kashmir, finding a tumbled-down 

house in a valley carpeted with flowers below the Himalayas. 
Settling down to live there she is blissfully ignorant of the 
turmoil that her arrival produces. Sophies cook is finally 

prompted to take action and the consequences of his innocent 
plotting are catastrophic.

‘A haunting tale... the whole 
book burns with the beauty 
and poetry of a matchless 
landscape, but the human 
side of it is wry, delicate 
and ture’ - Daily Telegraph; 
‘One of our best and most 
captivating novelists’  
 - Philip Hensher

Margaret Rumer Godden was 
born Dec. 10, 1907, in Sussex, 
England. She was nine months 
old when her family moved to 
India, where her father ran a 
shipping line. Her works are a 
powerful blending of the cool 
English blood in her veins and 
the hot India sun under which 
she lived for so many years.

She was the author of more 
than 60 books, including 
novels, short story collections, 
poetry, plays and non-fiction. 
She published her 21st novel, 
“Cromartie vs. the God Shiva,” 
in 1997. Rumer Godden died 
November 8, 1998, in Thornhill, 
Scotland, at the age of 90.
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