Margaret Rumer Godden was
born Dec. 10, 1907, in Sussex,
England. She was nine months
old when her family moved to
India, where her fatherrana

shipping line. Her works are a
powerful blending of the cool

English blood in her veins and
the hot India sun under which
she lived for so many years.

She was the author of more
than 60 books, including
novels, short story collections,
poetry, plays and non-fiction.
She published her 21st novel,
“Cromartie vs. the God Shiva,”
in 1997. Rumer Godden died
November 8, 1998, in Thornhill,
Scotland, at the age of 90.

Blaise and Mary arrive at Patna Hall, a hotel on India’s
shimmering Coromandel coast, to spend part of their
honeymoon. Patna Hall is as beautiful and timeless as India
itself, ruled over firmly and wise by proprietor Auntie Sanni.
For Mary it feels strangely like home. :

In aweek that will change the young couple’s destiny, election -
fever grips the Southern Indian state and Mary falls under
the spell of the people, the country - and Krishnan, godlike
candidate for the Root and Flower party ...
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